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U.F.R.A. NEWS
UFRA General Meeting

UFRA held its annual General Meeting on Saturday, 
May 12, and a new executive committee was chosen. 
UFRA wishes to recognize the following outgoing 
members: Krystyna Hirayama, Amy Matsuoka, Sam 
and Mimi Dhar, Serena Kikuchi and Monika 
Furuhata. Thank you very much for your time and 
spirit over the past two (or more) years! Here are 
the new committee members:
Chairperson: Meme Ise
Vice-Chairpersons: Lal Sawm Lian (Sawmi) 
[Events]; Patrizia Hayashi [Administration]
Secretary: Khushboo Aggarwal
Treasurer: Amparo Martinez
Editor: *Gerald Wright
PR Officer: Jacob Schere
Activities Coordinators: *Takako Ueda, 
*Marianne Matsumoto, Brett Duchon, Yoonsue 
Mannaga
Cultural Liaison: Naho Kuroda
Advisors: *Monika Kamiya, *Rabinder Malik, 
Krystyna Hirayama
*Retaining Post

Greetings from the Chair
Dear UFRA Members and UFRA Friends: UFRA 
was established 26 years ago with the help of the 
City of Urayasu. Over the years, UFRA has received 
notable awards both from Chiba Prefecture and the 
City of Urayasu for its vital role in the community. 
I'm from Taiwan but I've lived in Urayasu since 
1999. Over the past 12 years, I've been involved with 
UFRA as event coordinator, treasurer, secretary and 
vice-chairperson. I am very honored to be named as 
the Chairperson. With the understanding and 
support of all, with the new board, UFRA will 
continue. Come forward! I look forward to meeting 
you! -- Meme Is!

UFRA Office: Urayasu City Hall,  Local Network Section. 1-1-1 Nekozane, Urayasu-shi, Chiba-ken 
279-8501 Tel: (047) 351-1111, ext. 1665 Fax: (047) 351-8600
The UFRA Blog and Website: http://ufrablog.wordpress.com

Urayasu Sanja Matsuri
Every four years, the citizens of Urayasu celebrate 
with  a traditional matsuri. This year the festival is 
scheduled for June 16 (Sat) and 17 (Sun). The festivities 
will begin on Friday evening around the three Urayasu 
shrines: Toyouke (Nekozane), Seiryu (Horie) and Inari 
(Todaijima). Throughout the rest of the weekend, the 
people in each district will march in parades, dress in 
traditional costumes and carry the omikoshi – small 
(and large) sacred shrines. It’s an event you shouldn’t 
miss! 

Indian Culture Day
Date: July 7 (Sat); 6:30 p.m.
Venue: Shin-Urayasu WAVE, Chuu Hall
Marking sixty years of India-Japan diplomatic 
relations, the program will feature a presentation on 
India by a visitor from the Indian Embassy; ODISSI, 
a classical Indian dance performed by Ms. Sachiko 
Ito, a longtime student of the art; and a selection of 
Indian Ghazals, sung by Mr. Rabinder Malik, 
accompanied on tabla by Dr. Sudarshan Ram, a music 
teacher at the Indian Cultural Center.

The Urayasu Sanja Matsuri kicks off in mid-June. 
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Words from the New UFRA Committee Members

Heo, I’m Sawmi from Myanmar. I have been a member of UFRA since I arrived Japan about nine years ago.  
UFRA helped me in so many ways and I am so grateful for that. However, as a busy working mother with two 
sons, I could not contribute much until now. From this year, I decided to be a part of this beautiful group and I 
really hope my participation would be a little help to the committee and each and everyone who is a part of 
UFRA, thank you. – Lal Sawm Lia%
I’m Patrizia, an American-Italian dual citizen. I have been living in Urayasu with my husband and three sons for 
more than 12 years. Having been one of the founders of Super Tankentai, a parents and kids group, I know the 
value UFRA brings in support and assistance to foreign residents. I look forward to helping UFRA grow and to 
continuing its vital role in the Urayasu community. – Patrizia Hayashi
I have studied, worked, and lived in the Urayasu area for the last 15 years. I hope to assist in UFRA's 
modernization as well as supporting its continuing traditions. I look forward to meeting and sharing time with 
fellow members and friends at our various events in the future.– Brett Ducho%
I’m Jacob Schere, and I have lived or worked in Urayasu for over 10 years. I spend my time on photography. I look 
forward to making UFRA the best it can be.– Jacob Scher!

 

I was born in Korea where everything has 
changed rapidly and dynamically. UFRA 
has been an oasis for me where I met 
nice friends and got lots of information. 
Since 2002, I have joined UFRA's kids 
group (Super Tankentai) and have enjoyed 
all the activities. I am very happy that we 
have UFRA in Urayasu and will do my 
best to keep it going on. – Yoonsu! 
Mannaga
I am from India. I teach yoga to my 
friends as a volunteer. I have completed a 
post-graduate degree in biotechnology. 
My hobby is dancing, sewing, listening to 
music, visiting different places etc. Now I 
am learning Japanese. I am very glad to 
join UFRA. I hope I will give my best. – 
Khushboo A'arwal

A few of the new committee members: (top) Gerald Wright, Lal Sawm Lian, 
Khushboo A#arwal, Brett Duchon; (bottom) Patrizia Hayashi, Meme Ise, Jacob 
Schere. 

Message from the City of Urayasu
Reminder:  As mentioned in May’s City News, the New Resident Registration System For Foreign Residents will begin 
from July 9th! This system will  apply to all foreign nationals residing for the mid- to long-term with resident status under 
the Immigration Control Act. Under this system, a resident card will be issued, the period of stay will be extended to a 
maximum of 5 years, the re-entry permit system will be changed, and the alien registration system will be abolished. For 
more information, check the website of Immigration Bureau of Japan:  http://www.immi-moj.go.jp/newimmiact_1/en/
index.html  
For inquiries, contact Tokyo Regional Immigration Bureau Information Center:  03-5796-7112.
If you are a mid-to-long-term resident, a notification from Civics Section (“Shimin-ka”), Urayasu City Hall, was sent with 
the details of your Provisional Resident Record. If there are any errors, please come to the Civics Section by June 15th 
with the following: the notification, foreign residents card (alien card), passport, a proof showing the correct Chinese 
characters in your name if they were incorrect in the detail (Civics Section: 047-351-1111).
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